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Reagan, Congress: Neither
happy about compromises

By Bob Minzesheimer
USA TODAY

Since President Reagan was elected,
no foreign policy has caused such deep
divisions between Congress and the ad-
ministration as U.S. involvement in the

Nlcaraguan civil war.

filled with compromxses

leased nelther side.
Secretary of State George Shultz says
Congress must choose between “the good

guys and the bad guys” in Nicaragua.

But critics say Reagan's policy hasn't
worked. “The Sandinistas are more re-
pressive, the war is continuing, the peace
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Rep. Lee Hamilton, D-Ind,, chajrman of
the House Intelligence Committee.
“What have we gotten?”
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bels $40 million a year in supplies.
Rut a ke% aning point came in 1984
after the CIA's attempt to mine harbors

Congress’ role
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aid to the rebels.

1984 Congress suspends ol 8id o the
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non-military aid.

nize rebels to oppose the Sandinistas.
By 1983, when Congress first approved

in Nicaragua was revealed. Congress sus-
pended military and other aid until 1985.

In April, the House initially rejected
Reagan’s request for renewed aid — but
a few days later Nicaraguan President
Daniel Ortega angered many in Congress
by visiting Moscow. Within months, the
House switched positions.

Congress approved $27 million in non:
military aid, but rgjected Rgg%n's re-
quest that the CIA or the ense Depart-

ment administer the aid.
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